LIBERATION NEWS SERVICE 


#6oU April 13, 197^ 




TABLE OF MALCONTENTS 


Packet #604 
April 13, 1974 

TABL E OF CONTENTS 

A PLEA TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS--LN3 NEEDS MONEY NOWlo...! 

Evidentaxy Hearing of' Wounded Knee Case Enters Sth 
Week; Judge to Rule on Motion for Dismissal .. .2 

Defense Wins Wire Tap Hearing in .Case of 11 Black ■ 
Sailers Charged With Riot During' Mid East War»4 

Food Industry Profits up for 1973, , » »■. i' . i, . .4 

GRAPHICS 

COVER; LNS IS BROKE, HELP! It ain't no joke folks . 


COLLECTIVE: Minton Brooks, Beryl Epstein, Howie 
Epstein, Ellen. Garvey, C.idno Hart, Barbara Plog, 
Sandy Shea, Mike Shusterf Jessica Siegel, Ron 
Sirak, Nancy Stiefel 

COMRADES; Ron Alden, Linda Cohen, Safra Epstein 

CORRESPONDENTS: Schofield Coryell --Paris 
Richard Trench --Bel fast 


LIBERATION News Service 
Packet #604 
April .13, 1974 

160 Claremont Avenue 
New ''ork. New York 10027 
Phone: (212) 749-2200 

Published twice a week except for the last week in the month when it is published once a week. 
Subscriptions; $20 a month, $240 a year Copyright ©1974“ by LNS News Service Inc. 

IF YOU ARE MISSING A PAG E OR GET A BADLY PRINTED GRAPHIC, LET US KNOW AND WE'LL SEND YOU ANOTHER SOON. 


Second Class Postage 
Paid at New York, NY 



To our subscribers: 

Everybody has trouble with money, we know that. But lately we feel we have been 
having more than our share. Normally we only have an emergency packet like this one 
once in maybe a year and a half. But the last emergency packet we had to do was only 
four months ago, in early December. We have to send another one now because that 
December plea didn't do what all its predecessors have done. It just didn't bring 
in the money that we absolutely need to continue putting out LNS. 

Over the last two years, on the average, only 25% of our subscribers have payed 
anything at all to us in any given month. Most owe us a lot of money , ^ even ^with^^^ 
our policy of adjusting prices for all subscribers who absolutely can't afford $20 a 
month. Many ask us for special rates and we always agree— on the condition that they 
pay regularly and do not fall behind. More often than not, though, they do not hold 
up their end of the bargain. 

What happens when our subscribers don't come through? We can point to a few ex- 
amples of how inflation has hit us, to give you some idea of the problems we face . 

The price hikes for gas and electricity that New Yorkers have been hit with just over 
the last three months, are acknowledged to be the stiffest in the country. Our monthly 
electric bills have jumped from $80 to $110. 

Our office rent used to be $250 a month, but that was in 1972. As a result of 
the repeal of rent control in New York, and costly battles with our landlord, our 
rent has been $475 a month for over a year and a half now and it will increase to 
$500 in June . 

Paper prices, as. all newspapers know, have skyrocketed. The price for the paper 
our packets are printed on has jumped from around $3.50 per thousand just last November 
to well over $6.00 a thousand now. And we get our paper from the cheapest Pl^^e in 
the city (as you can easily tell sometimes). This will mean a jump of almost $2,000 
just for paper costs this year. 

Postage went up too. Not just first class and airmail, but second class rates 
have jumped 20% as well. 

Our payroll has increased too. Last fall we found that we simply could not exist 
any longer on the $35 a week we'd been paying ourselves for the previous 3 years. So 
we were forced to increase our salaries to $40 a week. (That's for a fulltime, 60 -hour 
week, with no other sources o£ income.) Our decision to do this came at just about 
the same time that you out there began to send us less money. We haven't been caught 
up on salaries since last October. Right now, we are four weeks behind on staf 
salaries. 


The fact is, that even while our production costs were increasing, our subscribers 
have sent less money than in the past. In 1972, for the whole year, subscribers sent 
us over $55,000. Last year, 1973, we received just over $45,000 from subscriptions 
almost $ 10,000 less than the previous year. That's really a big chunk of money that 
we had to do without, especially when you realize that we did not raise more money 
from other sources in 1973 over 1972--we raised less. This means our overall income in 
1973 was $61,000, down $13,000 from 1972. 

To look at it another way, up until the second half of last year, we had been get- 
ting an average of almost $4,600 a month from subscriptions. But last summer the 
decline started and it just hasn't ended. In the last six months of 1973 we averaged 
just over $3,400 a month from subscriptions — almost $1200 less per month than a com- 
parable period of only a year ago. And in the first three months of 1974, we aren't 
doing any better. These figures, incidentially, are based on a subscription list that 
has not changed significantly in size in the past year. 


What is most upsetting to us is that this is the time of year when we usually 
get in extra money which pads us for the leaner times . 

•mere are lots of you out there who do pay regularly, we know tkat . We have always 
been grateful for your support. You have carried us strongly for m^y years now And 
thanks to those of you who have responded to our frantic pleas. We ve received letters 
of support that are really wonderful and we are glad that we are of use to you all. 

But now we need every subscriber's help. 

We know that inflation has hit everybody; that it's harder to exist these days 
than it was a year ago. But we don't feel that asking you to send $5 or $10 regularly 
each month is too much to ask. We've cut down all we can and it's time for you to 
make an extra effort to raise some of the money you owe us. 


We are way behind on our paper bill and running out of paper, and we need more en- 
velopes but don't have enough money to put a deposit down to get them. We are two months 
behind in our electric bill with a turnoff notice from Con Ed waiting in the wings. As you 
can see, this packet is drastically reduced. It's not that we don't have lots of stories 
or graphics to send out. But we have to hold them because we haven't even had enough 
postage to send out all the packets on time recently. If you don't come through on your 

obligation to us now, the future looks grim. 
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,[See packet #589 for last Wounded Knee storyj.i 

EVIDENTIARY HEARING ON WOUNDED KNEE CASE ENTERS 5th WEEK; 
JUDGE TO RULE ON MOTION FOR DISMISSAL 


LIBERATION News Service 

ST, PAUL, Minn. (LNS)--"A crisis has virtually 
come up, no question about it," said Judge Fred Nich- 
ol Marchj 13. Nichol has been presiding at the trial 
of Dennis Banks and Russell Means for their roles 
in the 71-day siege of Wounded Knee which began Feb- 
ruary 27, 1973. "If my worst fears are realized, it 
could mean the dismissal of the whole case." 

Nichol was referring to the first thread that 
eventually led to a whole tangled knot of government- 
al misconduct in its handling of the Wounded Knee 
cases . As the evidentiary hearing looking into the 
governmental misconduct finished its fifth week, it's 
clear that whether or not he decides to dismiss the 
cases, his worst fears may be realized as FBI agents 
and Justice Department officials are caught in lie 
after lie, exposing massive wiretapping and sur- 
veillance. 

Means and Banks , both hational spokesmen for 
the American Indian Movement (AIM) are the first of 
six of what the government has called the "leader- 
ship" cases. (A seventh defendant, Pedro Bissonette, 
was killed by Bureau of Indian Affairs [BIA] police, 
October 17.) Besides these, there are approximate- 
ly 125 "non- leadership" cases which were to be tried 
in Sioux Falls, S.D. but are being held up depending 
on the outcome of the evidentiary hearing. 

Nearly all 15 witnesses the government present- 
ed in the first days of the trial were FBI agents, 

BIA police or other law enforcement officers. 

The first two witnesses were called to prove 
that Dennis and Russell were Indians since the first 
two counts of their indictment — "crimes" against the 
trading post on the reservation— only apply to In- 
dians . 

Under stiff cross examination of the testiipony 
of some of the government witnesses by defense law- 
yers, many of the conditions on the Pine Ridge Res- 
ervation which caused the occupation were brought 
out . In the cross examination of BIA policeman 
Virgil Randall, the defense attempted to show the 
terror tactics of the goon squad of tribal presi- 
dent Richard Wilson, of which Randall was a member. 
"Were you transferred from Pine Ridge to Winnebago, 
Neb. because you shot and killed Little Spotted 
Horse, an Oglala and because you shot your brother 
Wayne Randall in the leg and because you struck a 
pregnant woman, Mary Bums Prairie in the stomach 
with your billy-club, causing her to miscarry?" de- 
fense lawyer Mark Lane asked. Assistant U.S. At- 
torney Richard Hurd jumped to his feet with an ob- 
jection which Judge Nichol sustained for bringing 
in something that was "irrelevant and immaterial." 

Another prosecution witness was Gary Thomas , 
a former lawyer for the only legal aid office on 
the reservation. Under cross examaination Thomas 
revealed that he was with Russell Means when Means 
was assaulted by five members of the goon squad. 

Both be and Means filed a complaint with the tribal 
court' but Wilson had it dismissed. 


as legal aid lawyer the day after the taking of 
Wounded Knee. "Wilson said I had 10-12 hours to 
leave the reservation or I would be killed," he 
said. 

Rev. and Mrs. Lansberry, the pastor and mis- 
sionary of the Church of God at Wounded Knee testi- 
fied to seeing shadows of people holding guns going 
into the town on the night of the takeover. Under ■ 
cross examination, Mrs. Lansberry described the 
three bedroom hoiise they lived in in Wounded Knee 
which included among other things, a portable or- 
gan, a hi-fi, an electric sewing machine, three 
electric typewriters, a washer and a dryer. On 
the Pine Ridge Reservation, most Indian people 
don't have water or electricity in their homes. 

Finally the government called Father Paul Man- 
hart, the Catholic priest for 20 years at the Sac- 
red Heart Church of Wounded Knee . Under cross ex- 
amination by defense lawyers Manhart denied he was 
a "missionary" — meaning he wasn't trying to convert 
anyone--since most of the Indians on the reserva- 
tion were already Christians . 

Manhart first testified that the "AIM members 
had occupied Wounded Knee against the wishes of 
the residents" and that he was held "hostage". 

The defense then produced a CBS videotape in- 
terview :with him where he told reporters , "These 
are my people--we do not feel that we are in any 
position that we would have to leave." 

He was then shown a petition which he had 
signed which had been passed around at a meeting 
on March 2, 1973. It said in part that "We, the 
undersigned residents of Wounded Knee, S.D.... 
resolved that the U.S.-- Department of Justice and 
their agents and servants cease and desist from 
firing upon our guest members of the American In- 
dian Movement and members of the news media who 
are here at our invitation and that no persons who 
are present here now or may come in the future be 
harassed or intimidated. ..." 

He admitted that he signed it but that the 
copy he was shown was a '''forgery". He said some 
of the notations next to the names of some of the 
signers (saying whether each signer was a resident 
of Wounded Knee or not) were inaccurate. It turned 
out that the copy of the petition that the governs- ; 
ment had turned over to the defense was a xerox 
of a xerox on which had been added handwritten 
notes by FBI agents and BIA police about each of 
the people who had signed. 

Nichol ordered the FBI to bring in the origin- 
al . Four agents returned bringing the document 
which had been in their files since March 3, 1973. 

"I used to think the FBI was one of the great- 
est bureaus that ever came down the pike," said 
the judge, angrily in court. "But I think it has 
deteribrated, and I don't care how many FBI agents 
are in the courtroom listening to me, I think it 
has deteriorated. . . .Itsseemed to me it was hold- 
ing back information that should have been produc- 
ed earlier and when it was produced it was not all 
produced." Sending the photocopy instead of the 
original "looked to me as if was almost deliberate." 

Since it was obvious that the FBI still had 


Thomas also admitted that he had lost his job 
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material in its possesion, Nichol ordered the FBI to 
turn Over all of its documents relating to the Wound- 
ed Knee siege to the defense. Last October, the 
court had ordered the prosecution to turn over to 
the defense all relevant documents it possessed a- 
bout the case . This common procedure is to make 
sure that the defense has any exculpatory evidence 
(evidence which proves a defendant's innocence). 

The FBI then revealed that it had assembled 
315,981 documents (each from 1-600 pages in length) 
in 5239 volumes relating to the seige of Wounded 
Knee. Nichol ruled that the FBI didn't have to show 
the defense any "sensitive materials", for example 
any data revealing the identity of FBI undercover 
agents. Even so, said one meniier of the Wounded 
Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee, "it would take 
years to go through all of it carefully." 

"This indicates that there has been massive sur- 
veillance of the American Indian Movement dating 
back to 1972," said Dennis Banks. "It's a clear 
case of overkill against AIM." 

One FBI memo, dated March I--three days after 
the occupation began — stated, "Mr. Gallagher from 
the Bureau advises that the Attorney General wants 
all individuals prosecuted. There is to be no amnes- 
ty or bonds set. Identify all news media that are 
on the scene so that they can testify later as to 
what they saw. Prosecute everyone of any crimes 
possible 

Obviously all this didn't look very good for 
the FBI. So FBI Director Clarence Kelley dispatched 
Joseph Trimbach, the FBI director for Minnesota, 

South and North Dakota, to see Nichol. In a private 
meeting with the judge, Trimbach reassured him that 
there had been no illegal wiretapping or electronic 
surveillance in the case. Several times during the 
case, the defense which has assumed from the begin- 
ning that there has been electronic surveillance, 
has asked for the logs of wiretapped conversations. 

Trimbach was called to the stand and repeated 
his claims. "I never participated" in the making 
of an affadavit seeking a wiretap. "I've never seen 
one [wiretap application.]" 

So what should the defense come up With in court 
but an affidavit, dated March 7, 1973, signed by 
Trimbach referring to the phone inside Wounded Knee. 
"The telephone which is sought to be tapped h^s been 
used extensively by the leadership of the American 
iKdian Movement." He then liste4 a number of people 
including Means, Banks, Clyde Bellecourt, Carter 
Camp and Pedro Bissonette — all of whom are or Were 
among the "leadership" cases. 

Furthermore, Joe Fourier, an installer fiar the 
Bison State Telephone Company testified that Jxe h^d 
installed a separate extension (not even a tap) on 
the only phone in Wounded Knee. Countering the claim 
by the FBI that the second phone, installed at ap 
FBI roadblock, was just a "party line", Fourier test- 
ified that the phone was for listening in on conver- 
sations going in and out since "only by a very compli- 
cated procedure could phone calls be made on the 
'extension'". 

A week before his testimony Fourier had been 
visited by an FBI agent in an attempt to intimidate 
him and a few days after his testimony Fourier was 


threatened with death by five members of Wilson's 
goon squad, 

Phyllis Fast Wolf, an Oglala Sioux from Chi- 
cago also testified that she was in a truck at the 
roadblock, waiting to speak to Richard Wilson dur- 
ing the siege. On a tabid in the truck was a box 
(an amplifier) as well as a phone . Though the 
phone was on the hook all the time, conversations 
going on over the phone were clearly audible to a 
person standing in the truck. 

In the pile of FBI material the defense so 
far found the logs of a number of telephone conver- 
sations--one between Dennis Banks and Dick Cavett, 
setting up a special show on the occupation and 
another between Banks and Carter Camp, 

On the grounds of the tremendous evidence of 
illegal wiretaps, in which privileged conversations 
were overheard- -for example between lawyer and cli- 
ents--the defense filed a motion for dismissal in 
the beginning of April. They also cited the fact 
that the government has held back vast amounts of 
exculpatory material from them and they moved to 
cite FBI agent Trimbach for continued perjury. 

Attorney William Kunstler pointed out that 
the judge in Daniel Ellsberg's case threw out the 
case after the government "had time and again failed 
to make timely production of exculpatory material 
in its possession," and when the government refused 
to turn over information from wiretaps . 

Whether Nichol decides to do so is still up 
in the air. "At some point there is a cumulative 
effect of all fhese discoveries that could then be 
considered, if it reaches that point, to be gross 
negligence and gross negligence within the law 
equals willfull misconduct," said the judge. "My 
dilemma.. stems from the fact that if I dismiss the 
•Banks and Means case it may well dismiss on a kind 
of domino theory, the other 130 cases." 

^ it it 

The Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee 
is in dire need of funds . Send anything you can 
to WKLD/OC, FO Box 255, Sioux Falls, S.D., 57101. 

-30- 
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WOMAN REPORTER FIRED FOR REFUSING TO SHAKE HANDS WITH 
MAN WHO DIRECTED RAID ON FRED HAMPTON ' S APARTMENT 

CHICAGO (LNS) --Karen Kelly, a reporter for 
the West Suburban Pioneer in Chicago was fired after 
she refused to shake hands with Congressional candi- 
date Edward Hanrahan. Hanrahan as States Attorney 
ordered the raid on thelBlack Panther apartment which 
left Fred Hampton and Mark Clark dead in December 
1969 . 

Hanrahan visited the offices of the paper in 
mid-March to meet the staff. He held out his hand 
to Kelly, who refused it . According to Kelly, the 
incident was followed by a "tantrum" on the part of 
Hanrahan, who stormed out of the office. 

Karen Kelly was fired the next day. She has 
filed a complaint with the National Labor Relations 
Board. _2 q_ 

[Thanks to the Lancaster Independent Press for this] 
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DEFENSE WINS WIRE TAP HEARING IN CASE OF 11 BLACK 
SAILORS CHARGED WITH RIOT DURING MID -EAST WAR 

LIBERATION News Service 

NAPLES, Italy (LNS)--In an unexpected break, 
defense attorneys for the Little Rock 11 won an im- 
portant victory in court at the end of March when 
the military judge ordered a hearing on illegal wire- 
tapping of the defense lawyers' offices in Heidelberg, 
We St' Germany . The defense presented documents that 
showed that the Heidelberg office of the Lawyers 
Military Defense Committee (LMDC) had been bugged 
by UoS. Military Intelligence and that their offices 
in Washington had been bugged by the FBI. 

The Little Rock 11 are 11 bl&ck sailors current- 
ly being court-martialed in Naples, Italy on riot 
charges stemming from a confrontation between white 
and black sailors on the USS Little Rock last Novem- 
ber. For months, there had been tensions on the Lit- 
tle Rock between white and black sailors. Since the 
ship was the fleet flag ship and had an Admiral on 
board, the Navy had limited the number of blacks on 
board to only 50 of the 1300 man crew. 

After several months in which the ship's cap- 
tain, Peter K, Cull ins, and other white officers 
ignored the formal charges filed by the black sail- 
ors against the racial discrimination practiced on 
the ship, a fight broke out. On November 8, while 
the ship was on alert in the Mediterranean Sea dur- 
ing the Mid East war, a white sailor armed with a 
wrench attacked a black sailor screaming, according 
to witnesses, "I'm going to kill you, nigger." Blacks 
and whites quickly gathered in groups ^d at one 
point about 200 armed whites raced through the ship 
trying to comer the outnumbered blacks. 

After the incident, only blacks were charged 
with riot and assault. Seaman William Linley, who 
precipitated the fight by attacking Etilie Jessie, 
the black sailor, with a wrench, was the only white 
charged while eleven blacks now face courts -martial 
on charges of riot and assault. Linley faced only 
drunk and disorderly charges and has already been 
acquitted. 

The ruling to have a hearing on the wire tap 
charge was an important victory after many pre- 
trial defeats. A missing tape, a defense exhibit 
impounded for "security" reasons, a prejudiced 
judge who refused to disqualify himsiif from the 
case and the fact that the Little Rock's captain 
convened the courts -martial originally are only a 
few of the problems that the defense has faced so 
far. 

At the beginning of the pre-trial hearings, 
oiviTfan deTense^ attorneys William Schaap and 
Robert Rivkihof LMDC asked the military judge to 
disqualify himself since he is also acting Director 
of the Navy Law Center in Naples. As director. Com- 
mander L.T. Mirtsching is head of all the military 
lawyers on the case and writes their efficency re- 
ports. Though a witness testifeid that he had over- 
heard Mirtsching discussing a ruling before the mo- 
tion was even made, Mirtsching nevertheless still 
refused to disqualify himself. 

The government also managed to erase 90 minutes 
of courtroom tape critical to the defense case. In 
Page 4 LIBERATION News Service 


the tape William Linley, the white who attacked 
Seaman Eulie Jessie with the wrench, testified 
at his court-martial --hurried through several 
months before the eourts-martial of the black 
men--that, "Yes I called him a nigger when I 
hit him on the head with a wrench, but that's 
beside the point." Linley, the only white sail- 
or charged, was acquitted by an all-white jury 
of officers from the Little Rock. 

Finally, however, since attorney Schaap 
was in possession of classified Military Intel- 
ligence documents relating to the illegal sur- 
vetillance of the LMDC offices, in Heidelberg, 

Judge Mirtsching was forced to rule in favor 
of the motion granting a wire tap hearing. How- 
ever, when Schaap gave the documents to the Na- 
ples Law Center to be xeroxed, the government 
impounded the documnets, aghast that they were 
in the hands of civilians. Several days later 
when the motion was argued in court, defense 
counsel was allowed to look at copies, of the 
documents but had to return them before they 
left the courtroom. 

Defense attorneys have charged that the 
documents were illegally confiscated to hamper 
the defense case. They argued that they were no 
longer "secret" p^ers since they had already 
been made public by American television and the 
New York Times as well as currently being exhib- 
its at both Senate and court hearings on the case. 

Because of the ruling granting the wire 
tap hearing, defense lawyers are currently att- 
eB 5 >ting to discuss the subject of military bug- 
ging with heads of Military Intelligence in 
Heidelberg, Berlin and Washington. If the mili- 
tary refuses to discuss it or to confirm or 
deny its existence, they may be ordered to do 
so by the judge. If they still refuse, charges 
against the Little Rock 11 could be dismissed. 

•k k k 

For more information about the case write; 
Lawyers Military Defense Committee, C/0 Captain 
Ed Welch, Naval Law Center, Box 8, FPO New York, 
New York 09521. 

--30-- 

wwwwwwiywwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww 

FOOD INDUSTRY PROFITS W FOR 1973 

NEW YORK (Environmental Action/LNS) --After 
all of its talk about being squeezed out of bus- 
iness by higher costs, the food industry has re- 
ported sharply increased profits for 1973, ac- 
cording to a report by the New York Times . The 
good showing was apparently due to gains made 
after the price freeze was lifted on September 
9 of last year. 

Both food processors and supermarkets ended 
the year very favorably with 200,000 of the na- 
tion's #(Uod stores totalling over $110 billion 
in sales--a 10% increase over 1972. A survey by 
tjie First National City Bank of New York said 
the food products industry achieved a 15 to 20% 

profits increase in 1973. --30-- 
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